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UK Parliament Acts/E/EA-EG/Education Act 1996 (1996 c 56)/Part IX Ancillary Functions (ss 495-
541)/[508B [Local authorities] in England: travel arrangements for eligible children] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[508B [Local authorities] in England: travel arrangements for eligible children] 
 
 

[(1)     A [local authority] in England must make, in the case of an eligible child in the authority's area to 
whom subsection (2) applies, such travel arrangements as they consider necessary in order to secure that 
suitable home to school travel arrangements, for the purpose of facilitating the child's attendance at the 
relevant educational establishment in relation to him, are made and provided free of charge in relation to 
the child. 

(2)     This subsection applies to an eligible child if— 

(a)     no travel arrangements relating to travel in either direction between his home and the relevant 
educational establishment in relation to him, or in both directions, are provided free of charge in relation 
to him by any person who is not the authority, or 

(b)     such travel arrangements are provided free of charge in relation to him by any person who is not 
the authority but those arrangements, taken together with any other such travel arrangements which 
are so provided, do not provide suitable home to school travel arrangements for the purpose of facilitat-
ing his attendance at the relevant educational establishment in relation to him. 

 

(3)     “Home to school travel arrangements”, in relation to an eligible child, are travel arrangements relat-
ing to travel in both directions between the child's home and the relevant educational establishment in 
question in relation to that child. 

(4)     “Travel arrangements”, in relation to an eligible child, are travel arrangements of any description and 
include— 

(a)     arrangements for the provision of transport, and 

(b)     any of the following arrangements only if they are made with the consent of a parent of the 
child— 

(i)     arrangements for the provision of one or more persons to escort the child (whether alone or to-
gether with other children) when travelling to or from the relevant educational establishment in rela-
tion to the child; 

(ii)     arrangements for the payment of the whole or any part of a person's reasonable travelling ex-
penses; 

(iii)     arrangements for the payment of allowances in respect of the use of particular modes of travel. 
 
 

(5)     “Travel arrangements”, in relation to an eligible child, include travel arrangements of any description 
made by any parent of the child only if those arrangements are made by the parent voluntarily. 

(6)     “Travel arrangements”, in relation to an eligible child, do not comprise or include travel arrange-
ments which give rise to additional costs and do not include appropriate protection against those costs. 

(7)     For the purposes of subsection (6)— 
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(a)     travel arrangements give rise to additional costs only if they give rise to any need to incur ex-
penditure in order for the child to take advantage of anything provided for him in pursuance of the ar-
rangements, and 

(b)     travel arrangements include appropriate protection against those costs only if they include provi-
sion for any expenditure that needs to be incurred for the purpose mentioned in paragraph (a) in the 
case of the child to be met by the person by whom the arrangements are made. 

 

(8)     Travel arrangements are provided free of charge if there is no charge for anything provided in pur-
suance of the arrangements. 

(9)     Schedule 35B has effect for the purposes of defining “eligible child” for the purposes of this section. 

(10)     References to a “relevant educational establishment”, in relation to an eligible child, are references 
to— 

(a)     in the case of a child who is an eligible child by virtue of falling within any of paragraphs 2, 4, 6, 9, 
11 and 12 of Schedule 35B, the qualifying school (within the meaning of that Schedule) at which the 
child is a registered pupil referred to in the paragraph in question, and 

(b)     in the case of a child who is an eligible child by virtue of falling within any of paragraphs 3, 5, 7, 
10 and 13 of Schedule 35B, the place other than a school, where the child is receiving education by vir-
tue of arrangements made in pursuance of section 19(1), referred to in the paragraph in question. 

 

(11)     Regulations may modify subsections (1) and (2) to provide for their application in cases where 
there is more than one relevant educational establishment in relation to a child.] 

 
 

NOTES 
 
 

Extent 
 

This section does not extend to Scotland: see s 583(6). 
 
 

Amendment 
 

Inserted by the Education and Inspections Act 2006, s 77(1). 
 

Date in force (in relation to sub-s (11) above): 1 April 2007: see SI 2007/935, art 5(m). 
Date in force (in relation to sub-ss (1)–(10) above): 1 September 2007: see SI 2007/1801, art 
4(b). 

 
 

Section heading: words “Local authorities” in square brackets substituted by SI 2010/1158, art 5(1), Sch 2, 
Pt 1, para 7(1), (3). 

 
Date in force: 5 May 2010: see SI 2010/1158, art 1. 

 
 

Sub-s (1): words “local authority” in square brackets substituted by SI 2010/1158, art 5(1), Sch 2, Pt 1, pa-
ra 7(1), (2). 

 
Date in force: 5 May 2010: see SI 2010/1158, art 1. 
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Subordinate Legislation 
 

School Travel (Pupils with Dual Registration) (England) Regulations 2007, SI 2007/1367 (made under 
sub-s (11)). 
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