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Introduction

An assessment of the likely effects of the potential development on the landscape
character and visual amenity on the Port Warrington and Arpley Meadows Site has
been undertaken by The Environment Partnership (TEP) Limited.

Landscape effects derive from changes in the physical landscape which may give
rise to changes in its important characteristics and thus its character, and how this is
experienced. Visual effects relate to the changes that arise in the composition of
available views as a result of changes to the landscape, to people’s responses to the
changes, and to the overall effects with respect to visual amenity.

This report presents the results of a Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) which
has been undertaken in accordance with The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment, Third Edition (GLVIA3) (Landscape Institute (LI) and Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), 2013).

GLVIA3 emphasises the distinction between landscape effects and visual effects and
this Landscape Character and Visual Amenity assessment clearly distinguishes
between the assessment of landscape effects, dealing with changes to the landscape
as a resource, and the assessment of visual effects, dealing with changes in views
and visual amenity.

This report describes the baseline environment of the Site and wider areas that may
be affected by the proposed development. It goes on to describe the method of
assessment for identifying likely environmental effects and concludes with the results
of the assessment.

Site Location and Description

The Site is on the south west edge of Warrington, at land known as Port Warrington,
Moore Nature Reserve and Arpley Landfill (refer to Figure 1).

To the south east of the Site, Port Warrington presently comprises two large existing
warehouse buildings along the edge of the Manchester Ship Canal. The western and
central areas of the Site are occupied by Moore Nature Reserve, a Local Wildlife Site
(LWS), much of which comprises mature trees and lakes. The Nature Reserve was
established in 1991.

Arpley Landfill is in the northern part of the Site, the extent of which forms the northern
Site boundary with the River Mersey. The western extents of the landfill have been
decommissioned and restored through the planting of woodland, however the eastern
extents are still being worked.

The Site is accessible from Moore Lane which is connected to the A56 Chester Road
via Runcorn Road. Moore Lane crosses the Manchester Ship Canal on the Grade Il
listed Moore Lane Swing Bridge at the Site's southern entrance, after which Moore
Lane turns into Lapwing Lane, a track which extends north through the Nature
Reserve and loops round to the west outside the Site and then back on itself through
the south west part of the Site to meet the swing bridge.

6929.03.002 1 September 2019
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1.10 The landfill is accessible from Birchwood Lane which extends east from the swing
bridge past the existing Port Warrington Site and then on an unmade track which cuts
north across the Nature Reserve. There is also an access road to the landfill beyond
the site boundary to the north east, beginning at the south of Forrest Way.
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Legislative Framework

This LVA assumes that the land would be removed from Green Belt and does not
consider the planning case for the Site being removed from Green Belt which is
presented elsewhere.

Planning policies related to landscape and to views are considered below.
National Planning Policy

National Planning Policy Framework

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning
policies for England and how these are expected to be applied at a local level in
development plans and how developers should address them. The Framework
places great emphasis on plans and developments contributing to sustainable
development.

The sub-topics beneath the goal of Delivering Sustainable Development that are most
relevant to landscape and views are:

¢ Section 12: Achieving well-designed places; and
e Section 15: Conserving and enhancing the natural environment.

NPPF Section 12: Achieving well-designed places

Section 12 recognises the importance of good design as ‘the creation of high quality
buildings and places is fundamental to what the planning and development process
should achieve’.

Paragraph 124 states that good design is a key aspect of sustainable development.

Under paragraph 127, planning policies and decisions should ensure that
developments are sympathetic to local character and history, including the
surrounding built environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or
discouraging appropriate innovation or change.

NPPF Section 15: Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment

Paragraph 170 of Section 15 states that the planning system should contribute to and
enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing valued
landscapes. Paragraph 170 indicates that plans should distinguish between the
hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites and allocate land with
the least environmental or amenity value, where consistent with other policies in the
Framework.

Paragraph 172 of the NPPF notes that great weight should be given to conserving
landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of protection in relation landscape and
scenic beauty. The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage are important
considerations in all these areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks
and the Broads.
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Paragraph 180 of Section 15 states that planning polices and decisions should limit
the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity.

National Planning Practice Guidance

The NPPF is accompanied by Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) available online.
Those elements of PPG addressing matters in the scope of this Landscape and
Visual Appraisal and relevant to the proposed development are detailed below, and
the guidance has been taken into account when designing and assessing the
proposed development.

Design

PPG emphasises the importance of good quality design as an integral part of
sustainable development. PPG on design advises on the key points to take into
account on design, which include:

¢ Ensuring development can deliver a wide range of planning objectives;

¢ Enhance the quality of buildings and spaces, by considering, amongst
other things, form and function; efficiency and effectiveness and their
impact on well-being; and

¢ Address the need for different uses sympathetically.

Natural Environment

PPG reinforces the NPPF’'s commitment to recognising the intrinsic character and
beauty of the countryside and supports the use of landscape character assessment
as a tool for understanding local distinctiveness and the use of Natural England’s
guidance on landscape character assessment.

Open Space, Sports and Recreation facilities, Public Rights of Way and Local
Green Space

PPG provides support for Public Rights of Way (PRoWs) as important components
of sustainable transport links, seeking protection and enhancement where possible.

Local Planning Policy

The Warrington Local Plan Core strategy (adopted July 2014) identifies Port
Warrington as a Strategic Opportunity under Policy CS11. It has policy CS5
protecting the Green Belt although as noted earlier, this appraisal assumes that the
development site would have been removed from the Green Belt. The Core Strategy
contains policies broadly relevant to landscape and views. A summary of these
policies is presented below.

Policy CS 1: Overall Spatial Strategy - Delivering Sustainable Development

This policy states that development proposals that are sustainable will be welcomed
and approved without delay. It explains that to be sustainable development must
accord with national and local planning policy, take into account other material
considerations and have regard to a number of other matters. Amongst these, the
following are relevant to this appraisal:
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¢ the priority afforded to the protection of the Green Belt and the character
of the countryside;

e the need to safeguard environmental standards, public safety, and
residential amenity;

o the delivery of high standards of design and construction, that have regard
to local distinctiveness and energy efficiency

Policy CS6 Strategic Green Links

This policy relates to Policy QE3 detailed below and states that the Council will work
with partners to develop and adopt a strategic approach to the care and management
of the borough's Green Infrastructure. Reference is made to Strategic Green Links
which connect the borough to the wider sub-region, including the Sankey Valley Park
and St Helens Canal, parts of which are close to the Site; the Trans Pennine Trail;
and the policy also references the potential significant country park in the Arpley area
when restoration of landfill is complete.

Policy QE3 Green Infrastructure

This policy states that the Council will work with partners to develop and adopt an
integrated approach to provision, care and management of green infrastructure. This
joint working and the assessment of applications will be focused on the following:

e protecting existing provision and the functions this performs;

¢ increasing the functionality of existing and planned provision especially
where this helps to mitigate the causes of and addresses the impacts of
climate change;

e improving the quality of existing provision, including local networks and
corridors, specifically to increase its attractiveness as a sport, leisure and
recreation opportunity and its value as a habitat for biodiversity;

e protecting and improving access to and connectivity between existing and
planned provision to develop a continuous right of way and greenway
network and integrated ecological system;

e securing new provision in order to cater for anticipated increases in
demand arising from development particularly in areas where there are
existing deficiencies assessed against standards set by the Council.

Policy QE5 Biodiversity and Geodiversity

Features of biodiversity and geodiversity interest can contribute to landscape
character and may feature in views, although they generally are assessed on the
qualities for which they are identified. This policy looks to protect and where possible
enhance sites of recognised nature conservation and geological value. Moore Nature
Reserve Local Wildlife Site is identified in the policy as a site to which this applies.

Policy QE7 Ensuring a High Quality Place

This policy states that 'The Council will look positively upon proposals that are
designed to:

¢ Dbe sustainable, durable, adaptable and energy efficient;
e create inclusive, accessible and safe environments;

6929.03.002 5 September 2019
Version 3.0



Port Warrington and Arpley Meadows |

]
Landscape and Visual Appraisal Report u TEP

2.20

2.21

2.22

2.23

2.24

¢ function well in relation to existing patterns of movement and activity;

¢ reinforce local distinctiveness and enhance the character, appearance and
function of the street scene, local area and wider townscape;

¢ harmonise with the scale, proportions and materials of adjacent and / or
existing buildings;

¢ maintain and respect the landscape character and, where appropriate,
distinctiveness of the surrounding countryside;

e use the density and mix of development to optimise the potential of the site
without damaging the character of the area; and

¢ Dbe visually attractive as a result of good architecture and the inclusion of
appropriate public space.’

Policy QE8 Historic Environment

As with biodiversity and geodiversity above, features of historic interest can contribute
to landscape character and may appear in views. This policy sets out that the fabric
and setting of heritage assets are to be appropriately protected and enhanced. The
buildings, structures and sites included on the Council's local list to which this policy
applies include Moore Lane Swing Bridge.

Supplementary Planning Document Design and Construction

The Council produced the above supplementary guidance in 2010 with a small review
regarding charges for providing bins. It provides guidance on design in a range of
circumstances and has a section on Landscape Design.

Emerging Policy

Warrington Proposed Submission Version Local Plan (2017-2037)

Warrington Borough Council published a submission version of their emerging Local
Plan in March 2019. Consultation ran until 17 June 2019.

The Site falls within the Warrington Waterfront allocation within the emerging Local
Plan, under Policy MD1 - Warrington Waterfront. The whole allocation includes a new
urban quarter delivering approximately 2,000 homes, a major employment area and
a new country park at Arpley Meadows.

Policy MD1 states that 'in order to facilitate development, the southern section of the
allocation site, comprising the 2 employment sites, will be removed from the Green
Belt." In reference to this assessment, Policy MD1 advises that development within
this allocation must achieve the following:

o 'Development at the western and southern extent of the site will be required
to respect the Green Belt boundary and contribute to maintaining the
separation between Warrington and Widnes and Warrington and Runcorn;

e Maintaining a direct pedestrian access between Moore Lane and the
proposed Country Park to enable residents from Moore to access the
Country Park;

o Development will be required to preserve and enhance the setting of
heritage assets within the proximity of the site; and

6929.03.002 6 September 2019
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¢ In accordance with the Waterfront Heritage Impact Assessment, specific
mitigation is required for the following designated heritage assets in
proximity to the site:
o Bank Quay Transporter Bridge — requirement for screening buffer and
potential restriction on heights of development within setting;
0 Moor Lane Bridge — requirement for screening buffer and potential
restriction on heights of development within setting; and
o Monks Siding Signal Bridge — requirement for screening buffer and
potential restriction on heights of development within setting.'

Other policies within the emerging Local Plan which are relevant to this assessment
include:

¢ Policy GB1 - Green Belt
e Policy DC2 - Historic Environment
e Policy DC3 - Green Infrastructure

Emerging Evidence Base

Warrington Waterfront: Port Warrington, Warrington Commercial Park and Moore
Nature Reserve and Country Park Development Framework (March 2019)

A working draft of the Warrington Waterfront Development Framework was published
as part of the evidence base for the emerging Local Plan in March 2019.

Paragraphs 4.21 and 4.22 reference landscape and views. It is stated that the 'Site
is within a largely working industrial landscape, with views to and from the proposed
Western Link road. The Site falls within the River Flood Plain Character Area (Type
5A - River Mersey / Bollin), within which there is the mounded landfill site, existing
bridge crossings and the Manchester Ship Canal; these features exhibit varying
levels of sensitivity.'

Paragraph 4.22 states that 'the Site is fairly contained, with the landfill site helping to
effectively screen the majority of views from the north and north east. The woodland
along the western side of the landfill also helps to screen views, though there are
several viewpoints into the Site from nearby elevated positions.'

Section 5 of the Development Framework outlines principles for development.
Principle 1 advises that existing landscape assets will be retained and enhanced
including mature trees and woodland, hedgerows and Public Rights of Way.

Warrington Green Belt Assessment (2016)

The Site is in Green Belt and comprises six Green Belt parcels as shown in Appendix
F of the Green Belt Assessment. The four northern parcels (WR68, WR69, WR71
and WR70) are assessed as having a strong contribution to the Green Belt, and the
two southern parcels bordering the Manchester Ship Canal are assessed as having
a weak contribution to the Green Belt (WR67 and WR72).
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Method

The landscape and visual assessment method has been used to provide an
assessment of effects on landscape character and on views as a result of the
Proposed Development on completion.

The method for the landscape and visual appraisal is based on the guidance
contained in GLVIA3 (Ref 10.1). Paragraph 1.20 of GLVIA3 (LI and IEMA, 2013,
p.10) (Ref 10.1) explains that the guidance ‘concentrates on principles while also
seeking to steer specific approaches where there is a general consensus on methods
and techniques. It is not intended to be prescriptive, in that it does not provide a
detailed ‘recipe’ that can be followed in every situation. It is always the primary
responsibility of any landscape professional carrying out an assessment to ensure
that the approach and methodology adopted are appropriate to the particular
circumstances.’

GLIVA3 advises that 'appraisal' typically does not include considering the likely
significance of effects (paragraph 3.2, p26) although this has been included in this
report to assist judgements. The method of assessment has involved desk study of
published landscape character assessments and site visits to establish the landscape
and visual baseline. Consideration of the Proposed lllustrative Development
Framework Zonal Plan (Drawing Reference B10173-AEW- XX -XX DR-0110) and
descriptions of the likely form of development has been used to inform professional
judgement on the likely landscape and visual effects and their significance.

Reference has been made to the future baseline as explained in Section 4.0.

The method applied is described in greater detail in Appendix A.
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Landscape Baseline

The landscape character of the Site and its surroundings is described in the following
paragraphs at regional and local scale. This section identifies and summarises the
relevant national and local Landscape Character Assessments and concludes with a
landscape baseline summary drawn from site survey work and describing the existing
baseline of the Site.

The published baseline information is extracted from the following guidance:

¢ National Character Area 60: ‘Mersey Valley'
e Warrington Landscape Character Assessment (2007): Landscape
Character Type 5: Flood Plain

Landscape character assessments

National Character Area 60: Mersey Valley

The Site is in the centre of the National Character Area (NCA) 60 Mersey Valley. The
NCA is described as a wide, low lying river valley landscape focusing on the River
Mersey, its estuary and associated tributaries and waterways. This varied area is
bounded by the mosslands near the Manchester Conurbation NCA 55 in the east and
the wide Mersey Estuary in the west. Here, intertidal mudflats and sandflats and salt
marsh border the Merseyside Conurbation NCA 58, with which NCA 60 shares a
similar ecological character due to both being situated within the River Mersey basin.

The River Mersey, which starts in the Manchester Conurbation NCA 55, is a defining
element of the NCA, having created the valley landform. The River Mersey, which
flows from east to west, forms a central, low lying area through NCA 60 which also
acts as a corridor for movement of wildlife. Throughout the area the river is heavily
controlled with high levee banks and course straightening. As the River Mersey
passes through Howley Weir in Warrington it becomes tidal. The Mersey Estuary to
the west of the NCA, which widens between Warrington and Runcorn, supports many
marine, subtidal and terrestrial maritime species. The Mersey Estuary Special
Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site intersects with NCA 60.

The character of the NCA has influenced high density urban and industrial
development along the banks of the Mersey. As a result of this dense development,
landfill developments have appeared in the landscape. Interspersed with the urban
development is high quality farmland. Two substantial bands of farmland follow the
slopes of the River Mersey, although often fragmented by urban and industrial
developments.

Open and elevated land as well as the Mersey Estuary offer expansive views. The
west of the NCA is characterised by the estuary area with mudflats, sandflats,
saltmarshes and low exposed cliffs creating an almost flat landscape with broad
panoramic views. The rising and falling of the tide means the nature of the views is
always changing.
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The NCA contains extensive transport infrastructure, sharing many major
communication routes with the Merseyside Conurbation NCA 58. Dominant features
of the landscape include motorway and mainline railway networks, with major east-
west and north-south roads crossing this NCA including the M6, M56 and M62. The
NCA also has a number of recreational trails such as the Trans Pennine Tralil,
Sandstone Trail and the Mersey Way.

The key characteristics of NCA 60 described in Natural England’s National Character
Assessment include:

e 'The low lying landscape follows the broad linear valley of the River Mersey
which flows from east to west and is joined by associated tributaries;

e The Mersey Estuary is a defining feature of the landscape, with large
expanses of intertidal mudflats/sand flats and low exposed cliffs, which
sustain internationally significant bird populations;

¢ There are a number of significant waterways such as the Manchester Ship
Canal, which links the estuary to the heart of Manchester. Other canals
also pass through this NCA including the Bridgewater Canal, the
Shropshire Union Canal and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal,

e Large expanses of flat, high quality farmland occur between developments.
Dairy farming occurs alongside arable farming to the south of the River
Mersey, with primarily arable farming to the north of the valley;

e Aregular field pattern, defined by intermittent hedgerows;

e Trees and woodlands are associated mainly with settlements with
occasional isolated woodland blocks. In recent years new community
woodlands have been planted;

¢ Diverse wetland habitats remain including estuarine mudflats, sandflats
and fringing salt marshes in the west, remnants of semi-natural mosslands
and basin peats in the east, with the broad river valley in between;

e Densely populated urban and suburban areas, with major towns located
predominantly at river crossings, such as Runcorn, Widnes and
Warrington;

e Dense communication network; motorways, roads, railways and canals run
east to west with a high prominence of power lines; and

e Large scale and highly visible industrial development including chemical
works and oil refineries. Vast industrial developments at Runcorn dominate
many views.'

There are four Statements of Environmental Opportunity identified for NCA 60. The
first relates to the conservation and enhancement of the River Mersey and its
tributaries; the second refers to the coexistence of the environmental resource and
green space with new developments and the historic landscape; the third refers to
the management and enhancement of farmland landscapes; and the fourth seeks to
manage and restore mosslands and wetlands as well as biodiversity protection.
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North West Landscape Character Framework (2009)

Regional landscape character is described in the North West Landscape Character
Framework (NWLCF) (2009) which was produced as part of a project commissioned
by Natural England in combination with a range of stakeholders across the north west
of England. The outputs include a map and associated database that describes the
variation in landscape at a regional scale.

Regional Landscape Character Area (RLCA) 'Mersey Valley', and Regional
Landscape Character Type (RLCT) 'Marine Levels' are both relevant to the Site.

Mersey Valley RLCA

The Site falls within the Mersey Estuary RLCA. The NWLCF provides the following
description:

"This area comprises the broad and distinctive river valley of the River Mersey and its
tributaries. It includes open, flat, large scale farmland, some derived from
improved/drained mossland, which supports mixed agriculture with little woodland
cover. Major communications routes, prominent industrial infrastructure - chemical
industries and the Fiddlers Ferry power station and the towns of Runcorn, Warrington,
Halton and Widnes are defining elements.’

Marine Levels RLCT

The Site lies within the Marine Levels LCA, bordering the urban area of Warrington
to the north and the Estate Farmlands LVA to the south. The Marine Levels LCA is
described as a 'low lying flat, open and pastoral landscape. Ditches/hedgerows
enclose fields. Low woodland cover and settlement pattern create settled remote
character.'

Key features of the LCA relevant to this assessment include:

e 'Broad tracts of low lying land with a flat topography;

e Drainage ditches and small watercourses;

e A pastoral landscape with some rough, at times poorly drained, pasture
often associated with gorse scrub/rush with pockets of arable cultivation;

e Limited tree over comprising small copses, hedgerow trees, and birch
scrub often associated with the edges of the mosslands;

¢ A tranquil landscape due to the rural character.

e Human made features e.g. roads, settlement & vertical elements (pylons)
locally reduce tranquillity;

¢ Views are often long and expansive in this landscape due to the land form
and the limited tree cover;

e An open landscape but settlement & human factors e.g. roads, create a
perception of human activity and consequently a comfortable landscape;

e The majority of fields defined by drainage ditches with occasional of
hedgerows which tend to be low & clipped. There is some post and wire
fencing; and

o Dispersed pattern of farmsteads associated with late enclosure and some
linear villages of greater antiquity located on slightly raised land.’
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Warrington Landscape Character Assessment (2007) (WLCA)

In 2007 Warrington Borough Council undertook a landscape character assessment
of land in the borough. The document identified distinctive landscape character types
(LCT) and landscape character areas (LCA). A landscape character type covers a
number of individual landscape character areas which share similar patterns of
geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use, settlement and field pattern.
Landscape character areas each have a unique identity.

Landscape Character Type 5: Flood Plain

The Borough contains three main flood plain areas associated with the River Mersey,
the River Glaze and Sankey Brook. These flood plains form linear corridors of flat,
alluvial land which have either been extensively developed or to a lesser extent,
remain as permanent grassland pasture. Most of the water courses are artificially
constrained by artificial banks and levees, sheet piles and walling and in the case of
the River Mersey, by sections of canalisation forming parts of the Manchester Ship
Canal. Both the flood plain of the River Mersey and the Sankey Brook have been
subject to navigational improvements, landfill operations and large-scale industrial
developments. Multiple large areas within the River Mersey Floodplain have also
been used for landfill and dredging deposition. Many of these areas have now
matured to form ‘wild’ areas of natural regeneration and native planting, particularly
attractive to wildlife. River meadows used for grazing are also a key feature of this
landscape. Settlement within this character area is limited because of the inherent
flood risk. The exception to this is the Mersey flood plain where the town of Warrington
has expanded in many places right up to the river itself.

Area 5.A: River Mersey/Bollin (West) Character Area

The River Mersey and its broad floodplain which divides the Borough into roughly two
halves, forms a major part of the landscape character. In comparison to other
landscape areas in the Borough, this landscape is extremely diverse. The
Manchester Ship Canal, a key landscape characteristic, runs in close association with
the River Mersey and the River Bollin flood plain merges with the Mersey floodplain
from the east. The Mersey flood plain has been heavily developed for both residential
and industrial uses, particularly in the areas of Martinscroft, Woolston, Padgate,
Orford, Westy, Latchford, Wilderspool and Sankey Bridges. All of these areas are
highlighted by the Environment Agency as Areas of High Risk of Flooding. The heavy
development alongside the river has partly resulted in the lack of visual importance
of the river, which is normally screened from views.
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As landfill is a major use of this character area, the resulting high mounds create a
contrasting landform to the flat flood meadows, though some have now undergone
woodland planting. At the quiet areas of meadowland in Moss Side and Arpley, nature
reserves have been established restoring wild flowers alongside the management
and introduction of wetlands. Notable features regarding communications links are
the Acton Grange Viaduct and the swing bridges over the Manchester Ship Canal at
Wilderspool, Stockton Heath and Latchford, and high level bridges at Latchford and
Warburton. The Eyes and Thelwall Eye which have a rich diversity of flora and fauna
are designated sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). A site of Biological Interest
(SBI) has been designated on land to the west of Moor Lane between the Runcorn
and Latchford Canal and the Manchester Ship Canal

The key characteristics of the character area are:

e The River Mersey and River Bollin

¢ The Manchester Ship Canal

¢ Mounded landfill sites

¢ Slurry and dredging lagoons

¢ Importance for nature conservation

¢ Dominance of floodplain crossings (road and rail bridges)

¢ Residual floodplain meadows

o Widespread residential and industrial development on the floodplain
¢ Atrtificial levee and channel constraints to the river

e Lack of visual importance of the river (normally screened from views)
o The Mersey Way recreational footpath.

The Site also abuts Landscape Character Type 6: Intertidal areas and mudflats along
the northern boundary of Arpley Landfill. There are no shared characteristics between
the character areas.

The WLCA describes the sensitivity of the character area as follows:

‘The flood plain in general has been extensively developed and altered without
consideration to its landscape sensitivity. Much of its character is now heavily
influenced by industry and communication links. A small number of residual flood
meadows, however, remain at Moss Side, opposite Fiddlers Ferry, Paddington
Meadows and along the River Bollin floodplain between Heatley and Warburton.

"The Moss Side and Paddington Meadows sites have been recognised for their
wildlife and habitat importance and now form nature reserves. The Moss Side site is
a quiet, little advertised, area of farmland now managed in particular for bird life and
in association with the adjoining intertidal areas of the River Mersey. Wildflower
meadows have also been introduced. The area would be sensitive to wildlife
disturbance if visitor numbers substantially increased or if more active recreational
pursuits were introduced. At Paddington Meadows, the nature reserve faces more
immediate pressures of use, disturbance and vandalism from the adjoining housing
estates at Bruche, Fairfield and Paddington.
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'‘Landfill sites are particularly prone to creating a visual intrusion of the flat floodplain
landscape, even following restoration planting on completed areas. This is
particularly the case to the north and south of the Mersey at Arpley and further east
at the Rixton landfill site'.

The key elements of landscape sensitivity are summarised as:

¢ Important areas of wildlife and habitat are sensitive to disturbance and
vandalism

¢ Low, flat floodplain sensitive to high mounded landform

e Continued development of building sin the flood plain

Landscape Character of the Site and Study Area

This description is based on site visits undertaken in March 2018 and August 2019.
Figure 1 shows the Site and its context and Figure 2 shows the locations of
Representative Viewpoints. The Representative Viewpoints are shown in the Visual
Assessment Tables in Appendix B and on Figures 3.1 to 3.13 showing viewpoint
photographs in winter and summer. Some Representative Viewpoints are referenced
in the description below to illustrate aspects of landscape character.

The landscape of the Site comprises a varied mix of land uses. The topography of
the southern parts of the Site is predominantly flat. The Arpley Landfill in the north of
the Site has introduced slopes and elevation which contrast with the natural
topography, as described in the Warrington Landscape Character Assessment
reviewed above.

To the south, adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal which forms the southern
boundary of the Site, there are two large warehouse sheds comprising Port
Warrington logistics buildings. These are approximately 10m and 13m high,
accessed via Moore Lane and the Grade |l Listed Moore Lane Swing Bridge which
lies to the west of the Site.

To the south east of the Site, the boundary is formed and contained by the West
Coast Main Line railway, which is on an elevated and tree-lined embankment along
the south east boundary, and connects to Warrington in the north east (refer to
Representative Viewpoint 6 in Appendix B).

Ladscap Phtograph 1-E ting uildings at Port Wainton
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Lanscape Photgraph 2 - View along the tree lined LpWing Lane in Moore Nature Reserve looking
toward the swing bridge across the Manchester Ship Canal at the site entrance

North of the existing development at Port Warrington, there is a large, well-wooded
swathe of land, known as Moore Nature Reserve, which is designated as a Local
Wildlife Site (LWS). Five lakes in the Nature Reserve form large open areas within
the Site and reflect its historic use as a sand quarry (refer to Representative Viewpoint
1 in Appendix B).

Landscape Photograph 3 - View along footpath in Moore Nature Reserve sowing mix of woodland
and grassland between two of the lakes

Wetland and wet woodland are found in other parts of the Nature Reserve, partly
associated with the alignment of the disused Runcorn and Latchford Canal, which
broadly defines the northern extent of the Nature Reserve to the east and west of
Arpley landfill mound (see Figure 1).
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Landscape Photograph 4 - Wetland area within Moore Nature Reserve along the line of the disused
Runcorn and Latchford Canal

To the north of the Site, the Arpley Landfill forms a noticeable element in the
landscape, being higher than the generally flat surroundings. The western extents of
the landfill have ceased use and have been restored through the planting of
woodland, while the eastern extents are currently being worked, evidenced through
the lack of vegetation and ongoing activity present on this area of the Site.

Landscape Photograph 5 - View looking across restored land at Arpley Landfill in the northern part of
the site

The entrance to Arpley Landfill is in the extreme northeast of the Site, off Forrest Way
with its bridge crossing the River Mersey. There is built form in this area with an area
of disturbed land to the south of the access to the landfill. This area has been worked
in the past and has some waterbodies and scrub, with some having colonised land
on which a 'herringbone' pattern of groundworks has been installed

The land surrounding the Site comprises a varied context. To the immediate north of
the Site and effectively forming the northern boundary is the River Mersey, along
which the Trans-Pennine Trail is oriented. Beyond the river to the north, land use is
varied, comprising a sewage treatment works, Fiddlers Ferry Power Station, further
industrial land uses and the southern residential edge of Warrington (Penketh and
Sankey Bridges).

Land to the west of the Site generally is flat and open, although areas of more recent
woodland planting are present (refer to Representative Viewpoint 3 in Appendix B),
which reflect the ongoing work of the Forestry Commission undertaking planting at
Norton Marshes.

Land to the south of the Site is predominantly agricultural, although urban influences
are still close by. The topography rises gently towards the A56 Chester Road to the
south, and then more steeply toward the residential suburbs of Hillcliffe and High
Warren enabling views across the broad Mersey Valley where vegetation and built
form allow (refer to Representative Viewp