The Second Civil War 1648, the role of Winwick Pass and now
Archaeology Analysis and Documentation regarding Winwick Pass 1648

The Civil Wars between the King's Royalist Forces and Parliamentary Forces occurred between
1643 and 1651, where it could be loosely shown as 3 separate periods First Civil War 1642 to 1645;
Second Civil War 1647 to 1648 and the Third Civil War 1650 to 1651.

It is to the Second Civil War 1648 to which this document relates in particular the precise date of
19™ August 1648; more commonly known as the Battle, engagement, fight or skirmish of "Red
Bank' or 'Winwick Pass' or "Wood near Winwick' or 'in a narrow lane', or 'between Newton and
Winwick'; depending upon the source material which is read. I will hereafter refer to this event as
“Winwick Pass”.

Aim
To preserve, the relatively untouched and hence now the only remaining Second Civil War location,
called Winwick Pass, for this and future generations.

There is now a threat of the Winwick Pass location being destroyed, to a point the landscape will be
totally changed, making any understanding of Winwick Pass being incomprehensible to appreciate.
Similar to what has happened with the Second Civil War Location at Preston.

It is to determine whether the Winwick Pass engagement was in fact a battle, determined purely by
records written at the time or shortly thereafter. These records can be in the form of letters, diaries,
memoires, chronicles, later analysis by historians and the topography of the landscape at 1648.

To analyse these records in order:
e To show the importance of Winwick Pass in relation to the Second Civil War conclusion;
and
e  Whether Winwick Pass can be registered as a Battlefield under the Battlefield Trust and
English Heritage guidelines.

I do not intend to analyse the evidence in order to show how Winwick Pass proceeded; this I leave
in the capable hands for historians and experts to re-analysis the events of how the engagement at
Winwick Pass took place.

Archaeology Analysis and Documentation regarding Winwick Pass 1648

The previous chapters have shown the Topography; Memoires, Letters and Diaries either who took
part or wrote at the time to 1700; compilations from historians circa 1700 to date: with regard to
Winwick Pass. Several documents show unique evidence to which the English Heritage: Battlefield
Registration Criteria requires.

This section is to concentrate on the physical archaeological evidence or 'finds' that has been found
in and around the Winwick Pass area. The other is more sad which is the archaeological evidence of
the Scottish and Parliamentary Troops, reported to be 100 Parliamentarians and 1000 plus Scots
killed in action at Winwick Pass and to the possible location to any 'burials' or burial sites.
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1. 'finds'

The Battlefield Trust Website shows various conditions on how searching recording of 'finds' to
which in the main has not been followed.

The reason for this has a multitude of explanations but mainly on the speculative treasure hunter.
Especially upon the advent and development of the 'metal detector’, this is the main source of the
destruction of Winwick Pass archaeological evidence base, the more of these unregistered
'detectorists' doing a survey of Winwick Pass, the lesser the chance for registration using physical
evidence properly recorded.

Hence the recent publication on the Battlefields Trust website on how to survey a battlefield site.

It does not essentially stop these 'detectorists', the 'how to survey' just asks for the requirement of
correct and proper recording in order for the correct analysis of a site with the appropriate Finds
Liaison Officer for the area.

But, one point in favour of person(s) who have either found by either seeing 'finds' on the surface
and taking them home or just speculative dectectorists who make known 'finds' to the landowners:
The various 'finds' show there was activity of a battle in the Winwick Pass area and only as long as
these previously discovered 'finds' are available now for physical recording.

Evidence

One such primer source are the 'finds' on display at Warrington Museum.

The finds on display are also confirmed in in the two volume book “A History of Newton-Le-
Willows” by John Henry Lane Volume 1 first published in 1914. The information which follows are
extracts from a facsimile edition first published in 1992 edited by Peter Riley

(ISBN number 1 874712 01 8).

Where on pages 27 to 32 the Battle of Winwick Pass is described, to which on page 31 pertains to
finds known at the time to John Henry Lane in 1914.

It is interesting to read on Page 31 not just the finds described in Warrington Museum of a large
handsome spur (found in the 1800's at Red Bank), a few cannon balls and two coins. But also camp
artefacts which in 1914 were located in Winwick but does not indicate exactly where in Winwick.

Picture taken by Peter Astles at Warrington Museum of the Handsome Spur. (October 2012)
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Also John Henry Lane mentions a local person who found sadly years later the head of one killed in
action not strictly a find but indicates (maybe) to the Archaeological Burial section and possible the
location of the burials (see 2. 'burials'). To have a body part on the surface could mean that burials
are not deeply covered and wind and rain slowly exposed the head. For to have not been buried in
1648 and found still on the surface in 1663-1665, raises questions to be discussed later.

Page 31 A History of Newton-Le-Willows by John Henry Lane Volume 1 first published in 1914.

NEWTON-IN-MAKERFIELD,

Poor Duke Hamilton, theu hast “a passing sigh" from
us, for, after all, thou wast fighting for what thou believedst
to be truth and justice! Better, perhaps, that thou hadst been
endued with less “ability " in a world in which

** Bold sycophantic medicority
Too often rudely ousts the better man.”

Turn we now to another account, taken from ** Heath's
Chronicle,” quoted by Carlvle: ““ At a place called Redbank,”
near Winwick Church, two miles from Warrington,  the Scots
made a stand with a'body of pikes, and lined the hedges with
muskets: who so rudely entertained the pursuing Enemy,
that they were compelled to stop until the coming up of
Colonel Pride's regiment of foot, who after a sharp dispute
put those same brave fellows to the run. Thev were com-
manded by a little spark in a blue bonnet, who performed the
part of an excellent commander, and was killed on the spot.”
“ Does any one know this little spark in the blue bonnet?”
asks Carlyle. *“ No one. His very mother has long ceased to
weep for him now. Let him have burial and a passing sigh
from us!” * The question which Mr. Carlvle, in his moral-
izing, thus asks, but does not answer,” Mr, Beamont, in his
* History of Winwick,” says he is able to answer for him, and
gives the name of “the little spark in the blue bonnet” as
Major John Cholmley, “who is recorded to have been buried
in the chancel of Winwick Church, on the 3rd September,
1648, and who, of all who fell, is the only person mentioned to
have been buried after the battle. The only relics of the battle
are a large handsome spur, a few cannon balls, and two coins
kept in the Warrington Museum, and some camp kettles
which are preserved in Winwick, At a much later period
(15th September, 1663), Roger Lowe, the diarist, says he found
a sadder memorial of the battle, a head which had ever since
remained anburied, and that he took and buried it.”

From the spot opposite “ Cromwell's Well,” we continue
our way past an old whitewashed cottage and a farmstead with
an orchard. Here the lane dips, and we soon pass a road

31
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Another, source can be found on www.newton-le-willows.com website: Topic Battle of Winwick
Pass/Red Bank (89 separate posts as at 04 May 2013).

Page 1:

http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901

Page2:
http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901&start=15
Page 3:
http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901&start=30
Page 4:
http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901&start=45
Page 5:
http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901&start=60
Page 6:
http://newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=901&start=75

The information from contribution from members to the website indicate there are finds already
found. I assume the recording of these finds have followed the advice on the Battlefields Trust
website.

On Page 3 on the website shows location map of the area with plausible identifier areas of action
where finds have been located together a few pictures of some finds.
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Re: Battle of Winwick Pass/Red Bank

oby bob » Mon Aug 20, 2012 8:40 pm

Ok, i have done a map with field’'s numbered, white being more likely to be battle area,

| have done this to hopefully make it easier for people to join in and have their say,

What do we know??

The OS maps list 1 and 9 as the battle site. do you agree, what evidence do we have,

Russ found Scottish evidence at 4.

40 years ago anyone who went in the Hermit pub would have seen lots of old guns and battle evidence on
the walls.

| was told they are what farmers have found over the years, so that could be anywhere unless a farmer
remembers and tells us,

Bodies? A distinct lack of them,

Some letters to or from soldiers that Steve has mentioned before,

Field 17, lots of musket balls, and evidence of a battle priest being there,

Musket ball marks in Winwick Church, fired from 17.

If you can add to this list, please add it to the thread, maybe we can piece it together,

what i need to know is, has anything been found on 38 and 39.

Bob

From the other pages from the Website there are several finds discussed and where the finds were
found in relation to the above map.

A Cannon Ball Fragment found by a website member (from Page 3 weblink above)
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Known finds on display at Warrington Museum

SPUR AND CANNON BALL FOUND A'T RED BANK
Fihoto. by T. Unsworth from Welicz preservaed in the Warrington Museum

Recent finds
The following are finds found next to location 1 and near to Hermitage Green Lane and have being
examined and recorded at Museum of Liverpool (6™ June 2013).

The Location (GPS), weight and measurements have been recorded prior to submission to the Finds
Liaison Officer (FLO) at the Museum of Liverpool.

The following pictures show the respective finds as recorded prior to submission to FLO:
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1.Various Musket Balls
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| @ PRECISION TOOLS |
EQUIVALENT CHART

FRACTIoNAbDEclMAL- METRIC"

Tnches Millimetros
SYss_ 0-515625 13:0969
-53125 13:4938
546875 | 13-8906
14-2875
14-6844
15-0812
15-4781
15-875 |
es_ 0640625 162719
2y 065625 16-6688
43es_0:671875 17:0656
Mhe____0:6875 17:4625
5/64_ 0703125 17-8594
23071875 18:2562
es_0:734375 18-6531
s 075 1905
49/6s_ 0765625 | 19-4469
25, 0-78125 19:8438
5Vs4_ 0:796875 20:2406
13— 08125 20:6375
5944_0-828125 21-0344
/23 0-84375 21-4312 -
556s_ 0859375 21-8281
7Is. 0-875 222258
764_ 0890625 | 22:6219
2 ___ 090625 23-0188
5964_ 0921875 23:4156
s 0-9375 23-8125
9fes_0-953125 24:2094
/32 0:96875 24:6062
Y54~ 0984375 | 25:0031
B¢ 334

3. HE Ref 1412178 Winwick Pass Archaeological Potential R Ward

November 2017

Page 7 of 85



Find Reference No 4 top profile
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Find Reference No 4 bottom profile
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Find Reference No 4 side profile
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Find Reference No 5 side profile
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Find Reference No 5 top profile

Find Reference No 6
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These Musket Ball finds were found on the actual Battlefield as shown on an enlarged extract of the
above picture shown as a red A

T

The above musket ball finds have been registered with the Find Office at the Museum of Liverpool
and are recorded on the website https:/finds.org.uk as follows:

Submitted description Museum of Liverpool
PAS Recorded 1.D.

(2) musket ball LVPL-D2B554

(3) musket ball LVPL-D2E4F1

(4) ?impacted musket ball? LVPL-D2FD66

(5) musket ball LVPL-D2DAB2

(6) musket ball LVPL-D2EE6G4
Unique ID: Find Reference
LVPL-D2B554 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/594052
LVPL-D2E4F1 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/594058
LVPL-D2FD66 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/594064
LVPL-D2DAB2 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/594057
LVPL-D2EE64 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/594062
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Also recorded finds in the Winwick area on the website https://finds.org.uk are:

Unique ID: Find Reference

LVPL-7B9A54 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/612702
LVPL-7B8782 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/612699
LVPL- A49DF8 https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/613341

These three finds have been submitted and recorded by other people aware of the need to register
finds

Other finds under investigation currently being recorded

The three Musket Ball finds were found in the same field location on the above map marked with a
Red A

Museum of Liverpool Object Entry Receipt number 0469, date 21 October 2017

GunMakers

The book “For Commonwealth and Crown English Gunmakers of the seventeenth Century” by
John S. Cooper, gives debenture/sale records of the type of Muskets (matchlock, snaphance),
Dragon, Pistols sold or refurbished by the gunmakers to the various commanders.

The records shown: on 21 January 1645 Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed General of the New
Model Army ordered arms and equipment during 1645, for example 347 carbines were order
between several gunmakers (page 23). These records give valuable information as to the weapons
the armies used.

One interesting debenture (page 124) dated 27 November 1645, shows Fifty pairs of pistolls
furnished with houlsters for ye horse regiment under the command of Colonell Thornhaugh at 23s
per pair that amounteth to ye said sume of £57-10s.

Though Colonel Thornhaugh was killed on 17/18 August 1648 in pursuit of Middleton Scots Horse,
Thornhaugh's Troops of Horse would have had these pistols or similar as shown in the debenture.
This debenture gives a good clue as to the type of arms the Parliamentary Horse had during the
Second Civil War and in particular musket balls found at Winwick Pass and especially to location
found as to whether regiments of Horse or Foot. To give an interpretation in to the action at
Winwick Pass in relation to the musket balls found shown above.
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Conclusions

The various finds from the various sources speak for themselves and the confirmation of the new
finds from the Museum of Liverpool can only benefit the importance of the archaeology of the site
of Winwick Pass. Where the known location of the finds can assist in the understanding of the
location of the respective troops.

2. 'burials'

Due to the number of persons killed in action at Winwick Pass between 1000+ Royalist and
Parliamentary troops, the location of any burial is a mystery? Was it individual graves or mass
burials in a specially prepared pit, the killed placed in the Winwick Pass valley (Hermitage Green
Lane) and covered with soil from above or purely burned in mass funeral pyre(s) near to where they
lay at or near to Winwick Pass. The evidence of recording is unknown apart from one person at
Winwick Church.

If there were burned in mass funeral pyre then surely there would be fragmentary evidence of bones
in these locations still around today in the fields in concentrated areas?

I have not heard of any collection evidence of this kind in relation to Winwick Pass or even if
burning was legally allowed (apart from witches), but on the grounds of smell or rats maybe, only a
field survey would confirm this, one way or the other.

If there had been bone fragments found recently, then the Local Coroner would have been informed
and maybe recorded. Also if there were funeral pyres then the ground may show the scorched
markings.

Evidence

So what evidence is there near to where the Scottish and Parliamentarians fell at Winwick Pass 19™
August 16487

Two main areas at at Winwick Pass itself and at Winwick Village close to Winwick Church.

The prime source of a burial is recorded in Winwick Parish Register for 1648.

The other source can be found on www.newton-le-willows.com website: Topic; Battle of Winwick
Pass/Red Bank (89 separate posts as at 04 May 2013) and Topic; battle of winwick pass bodies? (13
posts as at 04 May 2013).

The various sources to give clues as to plausible burial site follows:
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Source 1
The burial recorded in Winwick Parish Register for 1648 for Majar John Chumley shouldier buried
5™ September 1648 as recorded in the Winwick Parish Register Copy held at Warrington Museum

134 WINWICK PARISH REGISTER 164 8- 164G

May 12 Jane Addamson de Mewlon
w15 Thony Rolinson de Mewton
w 27 Jane Parre de Crolene
w29 Richerd Crachley de Burtonwood
Ilune 4 ux. Richard Corleyves de Abrebam
w 5 Raziph Johnsom de Arbury
s 5 Elizebeth ux. Robed Brouns de Lolon
w8 Anne ux, £z Henery Marsh de Win:
w3 uk. John Pesters de Goulbrun
1 HRoper & Raiph Lowe de Ashion
w 23 Ellin Parcinsun 2 Loton
Aug 24 John Chamnley de Mewion [21]
w28 Ginnet Hilton de Berielens
- 28 Mery d. Themas Lyon de Goulbr:
w X Geferte 5. Tho; Baxier de Loden
Bep. 3 Willinm = William Doson de Houghlon
« 5 Majar John Chomley shouldisr
o« Il John 5 Thomes Lyon de Goulb;
o 13 Margret d. Anme Wyld de Congleton [7]
18 Calerin w. loh: Foster de Winwick
19 Mary w, Tho: Couper de Crofi
2 ux, Tho: Hay[?] de Ashton
» 24 John Spakman de Kenion
(k. 7 a child of Fams Bradshaw de Howghion
13 ux. John Berchshall de Ashion
16 Ellin Danmow de Haddock
w 21 Henery Morris de Renion
Mow., T Thomas Flitceoft of Kenion
w 3 James s, Richard Leigh de Loton
w 13 Elizebeth w, Henery Garral de MNewton
o 16 Thomas 5. Tho: Twiss of Loton
Dec. 13 Ana wux, Hamler Talvor de Fernhed
o M Thomas s, John Mascie de Risley
o 18 Gilkert Doson de Houghton
w19 Robert Knowles de Ashion
lan. 9 a child of Hare[?7] Cawdos de Hooghton stilborne [22]
1 Mary Dorning de Risleye
o 22 Ellin Bate de Crofi
Feb., §  Alexander s Christepher Leigh from Sionley & Anne his wife
13 Cliseley w. Tho; Stirup dz MNewion

Mar. 25 Ligiet d. William Marsh de Mew:
17 Margret Byram de Lot:

The burial of Majar John Chumley shouldier is recorded in “A Discourse of the Warr in Lancashire”
By Major Edward Robinson 1655, Edited by William Beamont. 1864 Pages 66, 67, 68, 145 and 146
referring to Notes 122, 123 and 124
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Source 2

From the following website

http://fyldeantiquarian.freeforums.org/casualties-battle-of-preston-1648-t554.html

where it suggest the following:

Question:
According to Cromwell (whose army had only 100 casualties):-
Cromwell estimated the Royalist losses at 2,000 killed and 9,000 captured"
Anyone any idea what might have happened to the prisoners or where the dead were
interred?

Answer:
1 understood that the final rout of the Royalists took place just outside Warrington.
Cromwells' army pursued them south down what is now the A49 and several thousand took
refuge in St Oswald's Church at Winwick where the survivors eventually surrendered.
Opposite the church at Winwick was later the site of a mental hospital built in the 19 C and
there were stories of human and horse bones, canon & musket balls and other weapons
being discovered when the hospital was being built. It's now a modern housing development.
The M6 Warrington North slip road emerges onto the A49 at this location.

Answer:
St Oswald's web site only mentions that Cromwell's forces used the church causing much
damage but also refers to the Battle of Red Bank which when googled leads to the Battle of
Winwick Pass. From this account it appears that there was a series of engagements along
the route and presumably casualties at each. At Winwick 1000 were killed and 2000 taken
prisoner, another force of about 2,700 surrendered at Warrington and the last remnants
(3000) at Uttoxeter. Many died of disease, ill treatment and some were shipped off to the
West Indies as slaves. Full article: http://newton-le-willows.com
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This is the picture of Winwick hospital taken in the 1970s (owned by R.Ward). If the skirmish took
place close to Winwick Church where after the commander in a little blue bonnet described in
Cromwell's letters fought and died. Then the remaining Scottish ran into the Church and
subsequently made prisoners. Then the most likely place for the burials of those killed at Winwick
church would be opposite Winwick Church in the Hospital grounds along the A49 road in the trees
near to the “Isolation Hospital” - the TB and Smallpox Wards. This building is clearly shown as a
separate building opposite the Church. The burial site could be in the line of trees along the A49.

Source 3
This is from newton-le-willows.com website where a thread was recently created titled “battle of
winwick pass bodies” web address:
http://www.newton-le-willows.com/history/viewtopic.php?{=1&t=2184
This again like all these thread have very useful information. The circle of trees is an interesting
viewpoint to consider along with the use of a quarry and scraping the above soil to cover the fallen.
One point worth mention with regard to using the soil from above. If the burials were in and around
the site of conflict say along Hermitage Green Lane as the fighting and killed in action would be:
1. Long range musket and cannon fire on both sides (in the respective fields) of the Hermitage
Green Lane valley.
2. Parliamentary person shot (musket or cannon) actually in the valley attempting breach the
Scottish defences.
3. Parliamentary person killed by Pike actually in the valley attempting breach the Scottish
defences.
4. The main killed in action would be when the Parliamentary horse came round killing many
Scottish on the fields on the South side of Hermitage Green Lane.
5. Then when Prides Regiment pushed forward in the centre and towards the west side of Mill
Lane (A49) below Cop Holt Farm.
So what evidence of burials with these clues in mind?

Looking at the old quarry on the south side of Hermitage Green Lane next to Penwortham and
Hermitage Green Lodge, clues could possibly indicate that this area was used as the burial site.

Pictures taken from Hermitage Green Lodge boundary above the quarry.
By R. Ward May 2013.

These pictures of the old quarry highlight several curious mounds and raised levels which could be

indicative of “burials” covered by soil. Possibly worthy of a scan to see if any fragments remain of
any burials?
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Possible indication of a circle of trees in the old quarry.
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A clear indication of one side of a mound
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two mounds visible
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