
View showing the bank advantage (note the modern stables has obstructed the lay of the land as it 

was in 1648
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This area is the possible burial site location
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A close-up of the burial site of where the bodies could have been placed and top-soil scrapped from 

the above field to cover the bodies.
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Source 5

From Winwick Pass to Winwick Church

Winwick Church posible burial site opposite the Church in the former Winwick Rectory grounds. 

From the Tythe Map of Winwick and Hulme dated 31st December 1838 Map ref WMS 2303 

Located at Warrington Museum.

 The area to the west of Winwick Church shows the wooded area opposite the church.

Interesting to note from the 1838 Tythe map of Winwick is the description from Dr Kuerden's 

manuscript 1695 writes as he describes Winwick is relatively unchanged in 1838:

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=41392

Dr. Kuerden thus describes a journey through the parish made about 1695:—'Entering 
a little hamlet called the Hulme you leave on the left a deep and fair stone quarry fit for 
building. You meet with another crossway on the right. A mile farther stands a fair-built 
church called Winwick church, a remarkable fabric. . . . Leaving the church on the 
right about a quarter of a mile westwards stands a princely building, equal to the 

3. HE Ref 1412178 Winwick Pass Archaeological Potential R Ward          November 2017       Page 46 of 85



revenue, called the parsonage of Winwick; and near the church on the right hand 
stands a fair-built schoolhouse. By the east end of the church is another road, 
but less used, to the borough of Wigan.
'Having passed the school about half a mile you come to a sandy place called the Red 
Bank, where Hamilton and his army were beaten. Here, leaving Bradley park, and a 
good seat belonging to Mr. Brotherton of Hey (a member of Parliament for the borough 
of Newton) on the left hand, and Newton park on the right, you have a little stone bridge
over Newton Brook, three miles from Warrington. On the left hand close by a water mill 
appear the ruins of the site of the ancient barony of Newton, where formerly was the 
baron's castle.

Dr Kuerden's References:
Winwick church
The same location as in 1695 as it is today

Leaving the church on the right about a quarter of a mile westwards stands a princely 
building
This refers to Hollins Lane and the location of Winwick Rectory and Gardens. This later was 
the area built upon for Winwick Hospital and later the housing estate.

near the church on the right hand stands a fair-built schoolhouse.
Dr Kuerden refers to the School built during the reigh of King Henry VIII and is clearly the only 
building in 1838.

By the east end of the church is another road, but less used, to the borough of Wigan.

Today called Golbourne Road to the east of Winwick Church. In Winwick the road has a mile post 

stone (related to when the road was Turnpiked sometime after 1726) opposite Hornby Lane; this 

mile post stone is marked "Wigan 9 miles, Warrington 3 miles", giving credance to Dr Kuerdens 

reference in his manuscript to the borough of Wigan.  

This road to the east of Winwick Church leads on to the modern named road called Parkside Road, 

previously named Warrington Road (19th Centurary) and originally called Parkside Lane. 

Dr Kuerden further quotes with regards to the road to the east of Winwick Church:

Local Gleanings Lancs. and Ches. i, 209. On p. 214 is his note of the other road from Winwick 

to Wigan as follows: 'Leaving the church on the left hand, half a mile from thence you have a 

fair built house formerly belonging to Charles Herle, parson of Winwick. . . . 

You leave Lowton township, passing over Lowton Cop, leaving Byrom not far on the right and 

the New Church, being a parochial chapel to Winwick.'

Charles Herle was Rector of Winwick Church from 1626 to 1659.
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A view of Winwick Church from the West in Hollins Lane.

The photograph presumably taken after Winwick Hospital was opened in 1901 due to the ladies 

uniforms.

The building next to the church is recorded on the 1838 tithe map. 

Note the height of the retaining wall on the right side of the picture denoting the parimeter of 

Winwick Hospital grounds (formerly Winwick Rectory Gardens or Winwick Hall Gardens).

Interesting observation is the telegraph poll in front of Winwick Church 
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A view of Winwick Church from Hollins Lane.

(Picture from Google Street View)

The Wall in the early photograph looks as if it has been moved when comparing the wall position in

the later photograph.
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A view of Winwick Church from the South

Picture from the book THE VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER EDITED

BY WILLIAM FARRER, D.Lrrr., AND J. BROWNBILL, M.A. VOLUME FOUR 1911

http://archive.org/details/victoriahistoryo04farruoft

Chapter on the history of Winwick (see pages 120 to 168)

Page 125 Winwick Church

Note the height of the retaining wall on the left side of the picture denoting the parimeter of 

Winwick Hospital grounds (formerly Winwick Rectory Gardens) and how close the wall is in this 

photograph to the road (A49) as compared with the wall location today.
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A view of Winwick Church from Golbourne Road next to the Swan Inn.

(Picture from Google Street View)

The Wall in the early photograph looks as if it has been moved when comparing the wall position in

the later photograph.
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A closer view of Winwick Hospital (maybe originally Winwick Rectory) boundary wall.

(Picture from Google Street View)

The Wall in the early photograph is directly next to the road whereas the wall in the later 

photographs are set back with an earth banking, so it looks as if it has been moved when comparing 

the wall position in the later photograph.
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View of Winwick Hospital in the 1970's. The Hospital opened in 1901. 

Close-up of the area of possible concern. This part of Winwick Hospital was the Isolation Hospital 

where patients with smallpox and other contageous deseases were treated. 

 The treeline opposite Winwick could be the location of the burials as described in the The Fylde & 

Wyre Antiquarian Discussion Forum.
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The Fylde & Wyre Antiquarian Discussion Forum.

http://fyldeantiquarian.freeforums.org/casualties-battle-of-preston-1648-t554.html

I understood that the final rout of the Royalists took place just outside Warrington. 

Cromwells' army pursued them south down what is now the A49 and several thousand took 

refuge in St Oswald's Church at Winwick where the survivors eventually surrendered. 

Opposite the church at Winwick was later the site of a mental hospital built in the 19 C and 

there were stories of human and horse bones, canon & musket balls and other weapons 

being discovered when the hospital was being built. It's now a modern housing development.

The M6 Warrington North slip road emerges onto the A49 at this location.

Winwick Park Housing Estate. 

Google pictures of the Winwick Area concerned:

The Winwick Park Estate has stayed mainly within the original Winwick Hospital footprint leaving 

the parimeter nearest to the Church (under the trees) undisturbed. 
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The possible area where the burials of those killed in action in the Skirmish of Winwick Church the 

continuation of the Winwick Pass emgagement may have taken place 
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So if there are any burials located at this area? If so where? 

First to check in the following sources give clues regarding the area at Winwick Town:

1. The diary of Major Sanderson and his letter to his father dated 20th August 1648:

"Saterday 19 of August, our Regiment tooke the Van again, because no other Regiment

was neere, we advanced to Wiggon, where we tooke four Colloneells, viz. Colonel

Hamelton of Gateside, Collonnell Urrey, Collonnell Innes and another; we slew many men

in Wiggon and abundance all the way, till we engaged the reare of their foot at a Wood neer 

Winwicke; The Earl of Roxburgh's Brigade, commanded by Cllonnell Douglas, Buckleugh's 

Regiment, General Adjutant Turner's Regiment (who was Sincler's Major) th e Lord Hume's 

Regiment, and some of other regiments, they stood stoutly to it for three houres; we lost 

some men, every Troop of our Regiment lost two; but at length, by God's goodnesse to us, 

the Scots run, and my Troop and Captain Lilburnes were placed outmost; on the left Wing 

next to us was Colonel Twizleton's Regiment, two of their Troops, and our two, carreered 

up to Winwicke Towne, got before the Scots, and stopt them, so that many hundreds of 

them were slaine there.

In the Field and the Towne was slain in that three houres about 1600 men, and a whole

Church full of prisoners takjen, we think there coould be no less than fifteen hundred

Prisoners in the Church.”

Major Sanderson in his letter to his father on 20th August 1648, there were skirmishes all around 

Winwick over a period of 3 hours, and prisoners were held in Winwick Church

So it  is plausible for the various recollections from others who wrote whether at the time or after to 

comment A little green field before or south of Winwick.

2. Oliver Cromwell's Letter

To the Honourable William Lenthall, Esquire, Speaker of the House of

Commons: These.

'Warrington,' 20th August, 1648.

..../....

We could not engage the Enemy until we came within three miles of

Warrington; and there the Enemy made a stand, at a place near Winwick. We

held them in some dispute till our Army came up; they maintaining the Pass

with resolution for many hours; ours and theirs coming to push of pike and

very close charges,-which forced us to give ground; but our men, by the

blessing of God, quickly recovered it, and charging very home upon them,

beat them from their standing; where we killed about a thousand of them, and

took, as we believe, about two thousand prisoners; and prosecuted them

home to Warrington Town;

..../....

Your most humble and faithful servant,

OLIVER CROMWELL.

Cromwell gives no specific details with regards to Winwick Church in his letter of 20th August 

1648.
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3. 1806 Hodgson's Memoires page 122 written from his pocket note book manuscript 1648

4. 1844 Ormerod's book

Quotes Cromwell and adds comments from Hodgson.
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4. 1663 or 1676 Heath's Chronicles

5. 1864 Beamont's Discourse Lancashire Warr page 66

Beamont states “a little Green place of ground short of Winwick Church”
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Page 145
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Page 146
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6. Boxap 1910

Civil War in Lancashire Page 169 refers to Discourse Beamont pages 66 and 145

Boxrap states “on the green on the south side of Winwick Church.”

Conclusions

The various sources essentially agree upon the events but from different view points of the 

engagement. Which makes each source detract from the other source. So I put it that each source 

happened along side with each of the other sources. Where the sources were looking at the 

engagement with respect to their Regiment or Troop. So effectively each sorce gives clues to how 

the engagement happened at the time. To which raises the Military Tactic of Lieutenant-General 

Oliver Cromwell and victory over the Scottish Royalists.

So where is this little green at Winwick or Winwick Green?

Is it North or South or does it indicate the fleeing Scottish fought at impromptu location in and 

around Winwick itself. As the various sources above who wrote at the time or afterwards indicate 

several places in and around Winwick.
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With reference to the Finds location Map identified earlier as a guide.

Locations to the North could be 4, 5, 15, 16 17 or 18.

Ogilby Map 1675

Interesting that in 1675 Ogilby denotes Winwick in his Road Map as Winwick Green. Is this where 

the reference to Winwick Green originates?
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The Tithe Map of 1838 of Winwick

Warrington A to Z map 1998

This modern map curiously depicts an area called Winwick Green. On the Finds Location Map this 

is Location 17. But from research into the location of Mr John Pollitt the Creator of “Pollitt's Seed 
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Potato” it is recorded in the TithePlan 1835 and tithe Information 1849 and census and church 

recorded at the time that he worked the farm as shown in the following modern map as follows:

The information sourced indicates that the area in Winwick known as Winwick Green is the area 

shown in the above map bounded in black. The Source from Mr John Pollitt in 1856 due to his 

occupation as Farmer and having developed the decease resistant Potato known as Pollitt's potato 

seedling after the Irish famine 1847-48 due to potato blight. Various documents record Mr Pollitt 

living at the address as at Hermitage Lane, Winwick Green (today known as the A573 Golborne 

Road).
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Possible Skirmish areas from the various sources described above at Winwick. The Area where the 

Scottish Prisoners would be held at Winwick Church. Together with the possible Burial area at 

Winwick.
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Source 6

Plague and Pestilence 1648

Burials Plague circa 1648 - 1649

During the Civil war Period the Lancashire area as well as Scotland and other part of England were 

suffering from the Plague. Several sources have been attributed to the Plague and Pestilence one of 

which is from the Scottish troops. Not sure if Newton and Winwick were suffering from Plague as 

there are no records to be easily found for 1648 in particular. One thing is known from the History 

of the House of Lyme is the children of the Lyme family entrusted children heirs to the Lyme 

dynasty to one Charles Herle Rector of Winwick and were concerned about the Children due to the 

Plague in the area.

With the Plague and Pestulence being present at the time of Winwick Pass August 1648 and no 

records either in Wigan or Winwick. Could this be the reason as to why the location of the fallen 

Scottish of over a 1000 dead are not officially recorded and therefore the location of the burials 

unknown. Due to the locals either refusing to bury due to plague or unable to due to being ill 

themselves.

House of Lyme

One reference as to whether the fields in the Newton area were enclosed is found in the 

The House of Lyme from its foundation to the end of the eighteenth century (1917)

by Lady Newton 

Newton, Evelyn Caroline (Bromley-Davenport) Legh, Baroness, 1859-

Subject: Lyme Hall; Legh family

http://archive.org/details/houseoflymefromi00newtuoft

This book also refers to 

A history of the house of Lyme (in Cheshire) (1876)

Author: Beamont, William, 1797?-1889. cn

Subject: Legh family

http://archive.org/details/historyofhouseof00beam

In The House of Lyme from its foundation... detail the history of the Legh Family from its origins to

becoming Lord Newton circa 1660. The main residence prior to the 17th Century was a Bradley Hall

in Burtonwood, Warrington, close to Hey Farm and the town of Newton. The following extract 

shows 

 

Information from The History of the house of Lyme
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Pages 124 and 125 indicate the Plague in various parts of England as well as show that Winwick 

Church had defective records at this time 1635. For how many years defective? Note Charles Herle 

was Rector of Winwick Church at this time through to his death in 1659. 
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Page 125
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Wigan 1648 - 1649 from The Past Forward issue no 39 March – July 2005 published by The Wigan 

Heritage Service March 2005 – WLCT (www.wlct.org/heritage-services/pf39.pdf  )

Page 4
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Page 5

Quotes there was an epidemic in 1648 but the records have been lost could this be the case with 

respect to Newton and Winwick in 1648 as to why the burials are not easy to find or lost as well?
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Page 6

The conditions were so difficult if 1648 that public meetings were banned as a letter sent to 

Parliament signed by four church ministers. Has a more pathetic plea for help ever been written?

This letter to Parliament is the same as detailed by Ormerod:

Tracts relating to military proceedings in Lancashire during the Great Civil War : commencing with 
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the removal, by Parliament, of James Lord Strange, afterwards Earl of Derby, from his Lieutenancy 

of Lancashire, and terminating with his execution at Bolton / edited and illustrated from

contemporary documents by George Ormerod.

http://archive.org/details/tractsrelatingto00ormerich

http://archive.org/download/tractsrelatingto00ormerich/tractsrelatingto00ormerich.pdf
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Page 277 Letter L 24 May 1649
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Page 278 Letter L 24 May 1649
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Page 279 Letter L 24 May 1649

Continuing the plague described in Ormerod's book above which proceeded the Letter from Wigan 

to Parliament was the acknowledgement from Parliament on 26th August 1648 and published on 28th

August 1648 of the Plague and Pestilence in the County of Lancashire. The full published letter 

from Ormerod's book Letter XLVIII on pages 270 to 273 follows:
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Page 270
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Page 271
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Page 272

Parliament Order for a Thanksgiving on 7th September 1648 specify the contributions made that day

are to go to Lancashire which is suffering from years of War, pestilence and plague throughout that 

county and to the care for wounded soldiers.
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Page 273
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Source 7 Rodger Lowe's Diary 1665

As mentioned at the beginning, Rodger Lowe is from the reference in “A History of Newton-Le-

Willows” by John Henry Lane on page 31. I mention this as a source of Scottish burial from the 

Scottish invasion in 1648 from Preston to Warrington. Which can be placed as a debating point. But

remembering from Major Sanderson's Letter 20 August 1648 from Warrington, where he explains 

travelling from Preston to Warrington many slain Scots lay in the ditches.

Rodger Lowe lived in Ashton between Wigan and Newton, where the diary he virtually on a daily 

basis travelled to Wigan and Warrington on business for his employer.  

From Local gleanings edited by J.P. Earwaker Entry number 345 is the continuation of Rodger 

Lowe's Diary which references a head purporting to that from a Scots soldier under Duke 

Hamilton's action Wigan to Warrington in 1648.  The Diary extract is for January 1665/1666

Rodger Lowe writes Tuesday I went to bury it, as he lived in Ashton was the head in or around 

Ashton? 

Rodger Lowe buried the head in the Town Field. Ashton had a Town Field as did Winwick, both on 

the route of the Post Road. 

One point regarding the location of the head “It lay in the High Lane as one goes to Barly man's 

just the crosse cawsaw” and “I carried it in my hands to the dungeons slift in the town field, and 

there buryed it”.

Where are these places Lowe refers too?

High Lane = Hermitage Green Lane? 

Barly man's = Red Bank Mill owner?

Cross Cawsaw (a path or road of any kind)= the Junction of Hermitage Green Lane/Mill Lane/track 

to Hey Farm?
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Due to only being found by one person, the place where the head lay must have or was not a 

frequently travelled route. 

“I carried it in my hands to the dungeon's slift in the Town Field, and there buried it”

 So the plausible point could be the Town Field was fairly close. Also being a Town field containing

a dungeon would be a public place of punishment. Sound plausible to be Gallows Croft which is 

close to Hermitage Green Lane/Red Bank Mill/ Mill Lane. But did Gallows Croft have a dungeon? 

In 1665 the area known as gallows croft would be in the ownership of William Bankes Esq of 

Newton Park and The Lodge, privately owned land.   

This turn of phrase is a puzzlement the use of the word SLIFT what does this mean?

Conclusions

I put forward these suggestions regarding Roger Lowe's reference to the Civil War as to an 

interpretation for the Location of this “head” found circa 1665, as part of debate: If Winwick Pass is

a plausible explanation to Roger Lowe's words used in his diary written nearly 20 years after the 

Second Civil War and the Duke of Hamilton's invasion of England?

If this burial is connected with the Second Civil War and essentially to Winwick Pass then this 

means there are two recorded burials; this one, together with the burial at Winwick Church.

This head described by Roger Lowe as he was a local, the stories of where the Scottish were buried 

was either not commonly known or the burial 'pits' were shallow graves and time had exposed this 

head by chance or unfortunately in the heat of the battle this person was decapitated either by 

cannon fire or by a sword in a cavalry charge. Where the head fell hidden from view after the battle 

was cleared? Though to have a head, after 20 years or even after a month or so, left in the ground or

ditch, the head would through the time for nature to act, be only the skull 

Source 8 Field Names

Possible location of where the Scots infantry dead are buried is from the Reverend Charles Herle 

incumbent of Winwick Church and of owner of the lands in Winwick in 1648 in particular the fields

where the Scot Foot made their stand on 19 August 1648. 

(See 5.1. HE Ref 1412178 Winwick Pass Commemoration - Rev Charles Herle Field Names for 

more detailed explanation.)

For nearly 300 years these fields have been a commemoration maybe due to being a place where the

burials of the fallen. Now due to modern farming techniques the field boundaries have been 

removed and the names lost apart from the Tithe Plan and Tithe Information records at Warrington 

museum.

The following map shows that the fields have been name to reflect the Scotch involvement at the 

battle of Winwick Pass and possible burial sites due to the names of the fields.
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Conclusions

Burials

The old quarry in Hermitage Green Lane or in Cop Holt Wood if considered as being plausible sites

where 100 Parliamentarians and 1000 plus Scots killed in action at Winwick Pass and to the 

possible location to any 'burials' or burial sites.

Or plausible the Scots are buried in these named fields?

 Then only with the correct permission and a supervised survey can determine if this area is the 

actual burial site. Then marked accordingly in order to respect the site as a battle grave.

Finds

With numerous unrecorded mention of finds dating back many years, together with those having 

been recorded. Subsequent finds can only be sourced to identify the actions of the battle with a 

controlled archaeological survey over the registration area with appropriate permission.

Archaeological survey

The Post Road, today the A49 from Hermitage Green Lane to Old School House Lane, having been 

Turnpiked in 1727 after the Lancashire Turnpike Act 1726. Subsequently re-aligned circa 1800-

1810, The original Post Road on the west of the re-aligned A49 Newton Road is untouched since re-

alignment of the road and could have valuable artefacts from before 1800, including Winwick Pass. 

This would prove also the date the road existed upon the finds found. 
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